
Cash or Credit. Mayer & Pettit.

The opening of our doors this morning ushered in a most rema

F: reign of this event affects every article under the roofs of our area
.t the elapse of every lay's selling. Radical reductions are evider

intense interest in this occasion by the time such offers as shown
gas this could not glide about with too much celerity. We never c
Clearance Sale is in vogue you can depend upon a series of unprece
isn't the lowest priced in town, "barring any ifs and ands." TI
you please suits us. It'll surely be mutual with you.

Clearn-e Sale prices have struck this stock Hardwood Chairs. wit.i high,
pr'tty heavy. Every bed in the store has been carved backs. Sold ever where
reio ed, and this means a big barg in. As an for ?c. Clearance Sale
admi-ile illustration, a Heavy white Tham- eash or Credit................
Pled Bra.-trimmed Bed-
the samme as others are / 1.(
selling at $4.50. Clear- y [I A Mirro- bargain worth looking into. It'
senc e sale Price-Cash or another sensation from this Clearing 8al..

':rli t ...... ............. Very large. handsome 6-
Inch gilt frame and French

B.t.y (brrisse. that'll delight the heart of pat. e i184) C oer-every mother for carrying their youngsters. n .S. Price-ash or

T per Iss for yor selection: A pretty Cei .........Itarran Baby Carriage,
anr ~a le.Ch$r To beautify your sleep'ng room always have

r. ale l'rice--cash or$ , a Sine Red Room Suite. We are showing a
r -.h ......beautiful set, with a msbngany anish. Swell-

? An '- hig Talue 1s a front drawing care and washstand. Fine dn-
dlr -i Rattan baby $Q5095 1sh. French plate.

O rte +lenraare Sale o Highly Dpolished. wcrth b
i'r f.. ash .r Credit- -ie - - - 5 Clelirbea Sale

Price-Cash or Credit..
it cur hat .r coat on one of these prettily We want to call your attention to another
1 111: Raek with French plate glass. Bed Room Suite. made of excellent woods, with
- g F the large 'At n e e s sary adjuncts,

_ 1 rho .dir. t-Jr- higly polished. Worth
r a r1. Clearance Sale

er l a a.................. Price . .. .... . ..

:MAYEtR & PET UT

Wash Waists.
Waeeyofacan whtvrirghtbysure ou'll find it here. -For tomorrow and the balance .

of the week we quote specially reduced prices:
A line of Waists that have sold for $2-50,:

e

" $3 and some in the lot as high as $3-75. Choice"
at..... ................... .._............$1.85

Regular $i and $1.25 Shirt Waists....... 45C.:
Regular $i-50 and $1.75 Shirt Waists at.. 95C.

Organdy Dresses.
In order to reduce this stock considerably, we of-.

" fer for a limited time every Organdy Dress in the houses
S at a reduction of 20 per cent.

Tailored Suits for Women
At Ha f Price.

An inexhaustible subiject and apparently one of in. xasil neett ou aeyw aebe f

fering some excellent ~Suit:-in fact, some of the choic.
est of the season's productions--at close on to half price.*
The lots have been strengthened through a special pur-*

haeand the prices are made more inviting than ever. :
.instances:

$14-75 for Suits that would sell up to $30-00.
$18.75 for Suits that have sold up to $35-00. *

$24-50 for Suits that have sold up to $47-50-
$37-50 for Suits that have sold up to $65-00.
$10.85 for Suits that have sold up to $18-5o.-

Women's Jackets at Half Price.
Choice of any Jacket in the entire stock at exactlyhalf price.

Parker, Bridget&E Y ' A B
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The Great Provders.

ofile11.e "
rkablesale-our Midsummer Cleara

t stores. It's a sale of magnitude, and
t throughout. Washington and its
n this advertisement are known. "G<
laim your attention without deserving
dented bargaining. There's nothing
ese prices do not hinder you from hav

Inrpove the appearance of your dining room
with a new sideboard. Here's one, for exam-
ple, made of golden oak fnish, elegantly car-
ed. bevel plate glss,
lined drawer.. Worth I11

O 1 e
a rance SalePrce Cs or Credit.

Extra, biggest bargain in Furniture retailing.You could not buy this Rocker anywhere in the
United States under $t.50. We have been sell-
ing carloads for $1.26, But to add to the In-
tensity of our clearance sale, yours at $1.10.Very large and roomy. High
back and broad arm, with
rattan back and seat. Cash
or Credit..................$

We've cut until cost is laid bare on this Par-
lor Suite. It you contemplate buying one you
want this one without delay. This beautiful
Silk Tapestry Parlor Suite of Ave large pieces,mahogany inished
frame and highly p01-
ished. Clearance Sale
Price-Cabn Vr Credit..i4&41=7

ITALY'S NAVY IS WEAK.

Startling Diselosures Made in a Re-
port Recently Filed.

Much comment and discussion has been
aroused here by the recent declarations of
Minister Palumbo regarding the seriously
defective state of the Italian navy at pres-
ent, despite the enormous expenditures lav-
ished upon its maintenance during the last
few years.
The report of Signor Randaccio on the

balance of the navy, which has been sub-
mitted to an examination on the part of the
governmental board, has shown the real
state of affairs to be even worse than it
was thought to be. The board was so im-
pressed by Signor Randaccio's report that
it has considered it a duty to make a mi-
nute and careful examination of each of
Randaccio's various affirmations. Although
the result of its inquest is as yet unpub-
lished as a whole, and may be liable to
same modifications before belng.made pub-
lic, several facts have leaked out and have
appeared in the first Italian papers as to
the effective conditions of the navy at pres-
ent. For instance, the following statements
of Signor Randaccio have been recognized
and proved by the board of examination:
"The ships Saint-Bon and Filiberto (when

these two are launched and ready), Re Urn-
berto. Sicilia and Sardegna are battle ships
fit to stand in the first line; the Andrea
Doria, Lauria, Morosini and Dandalo,
though ranking as first-class, are not in a
condition at the present moment to be con-
sidered as such. The Garibaldi, Varese,
and Vittor Pisani (when launched and
ready) are all three fine cruisers, which in
case of war Could be classed with the above-
ramed battle ships. The Carlo Alberto
would be a good type of cruiser if certain
modifications and changes were made in her
armament.
"To sum up, there are seven battle ships

already in commission, more or less good.
another to be ready in a few months, four
more in a year or eighteen months (twelve
in all), a thirteenth to be ready in three
years, and two more in four, according to
present appropriations and orders. The
well-known Dinlio, on account of the bad
state of her boilers and machinery, and the
deficient and antiquated type of her arma-
ment, is no longer fit to take part in a mod-
ern tight, nor is she fit to be transformed
into a first-class battle ship, as has been
proposed with the Dandalo. She is to be
classed now as a coast-guard ship, for the
defense of Sp.zia.
The Italia and the Lepanto, on account of

their slight armor, are not fit to stand even
against small armored vessels of slight
pcwer. The Lepanto can still be used as a
ccast guard, the Italia only as a floating
battery. The Affondatore, Ancona, Maria
Pia, Castelfidardo and San Martino can
only be considered as coast guards. The
Marco Polo, although an armored cruiser,
cannot be clased with the ships of the first
class. All the five ships of the fourth class
and the nine of the fifth are only fit for
transports and for representatives at for-
eign stations, or else as coasting cruisers.
The ships of the sixth class cannot be used
with any advantage, and the two of the
seventh class are absolutely useless.
The five torpedo boats of the first class

cannot be used in active service except with
extereme prudence, and of the 153 smaller
ones belonging to the navy only 80 are in
good condition, and these are eleven years
old. These also could only be used in coast
defense, and the appearance of a few de-
stroyers would render them nseless as well.
Of the large ships now in course of con-

struction the Emanueie Filiberto wIll be
ready shortly, the Ammiraglio Saint-Bon in
the autumn, the Vittor Pisani this month,
the Garibaldi and Verese in December, the
Regina Margherita and Benedetto Brin in
the spring of 1904, the Ferruccio in Feb-
ruary or March. 1902. With these facts in
hand, the position of Italy at the present
moment, among the naval powers of the
world, is certainly not a very powerful one,
and much lower than it has generally been
considered. In case of war but three of
the fine ships now building could possibly
be made available, and the defects of the
older boats would be brought even more
promInently into notice. Meanwhile hte
publication of the report of the board of
investigation is awaited with interest 'by
the various European nations.

DAD ROADS ARE COSTLY.

They Cause an Annual Expenditure
of About $600,000,000.

From the New York World.
General Roy Stone figures out that there

are 1,500,000 miles of public road in the
United States, over which 500,000.000 tons
of freight are hauled every year. Put-
ting the average haul at eight miles
though this is probably an overestimate.-
he figures the cost of carting at $2 a ton,
or $1,000,000,000, the year.
With uniformly good roads the cost of

moving this freight would be only $400,-
000,000, saving $600,000,000 to the public an-
nually. This is equivalent to the yearly
interest' on $20,000,000,000 at 3 per cent gov-
ernent bonds.
One-half of this almost inconceivably vast

sum wouldl rebuild every mile of road in
the United States at an average cost of,say. 36,106S per mile, and the other half
would furnish a yearly income of $200 per
mile for their repair and maintenance.
At present the people .spend the vast sum

of $20,000,000 each year in repairing their
worthless roads. This sum would build
4.000 miles of thoroughly good macadam
road, sufficiently wide for rural use.
Experiments made In the Missouri agri-

cultural station show that in nearly all
road conditions broad-tired wagons pull
casier than those with parrowr tires. On
macadam road a load of 2.518 pounds can
be hauled .on broad tires with the same
draught as a load of 2,000 pounds on nar-
row ones. On gravel road, except when
wet and 'sloppy ont top, the draught of the
broad-tired wagon is much less than that
of the narrow-tired wagonta load pf 2,482
pounds can be hauled on broad .tires with
the draught required for 2;000) posinds on
narrow tires.
The trials on dirt roeds give' varing re-

suIts. When It Is. dry, hard and free from
dust -2,580 pounds can be haule on broad
tires .with the draught require for 2,0.00pounds onr narrow tis. Whsea the sur-
face is covered with; two or three inches
of dryd.ogee deat the results are unfavora-
ble to the broad tire.
In general, .the better the road the greater

the advanitage of the broad tire. on turf
it Is much easier of draught,
Mae. Annette Howler has gone to Turkeyto practice dentistry In the hasem of the

sultan. She studied dentistry in this -coua-
try. Heretofore, beeai of tlie strict ex-

nand foe

R1nft R
rice Sale of Furnipre. The
its power will inc eae with

vicinity will display th most
od news" travels, and such

it, and for the time this
you want in our line that
ing them charged. Pay as

'What is handier than a Dromi s ae in yer
roo ? We've cut pricee on thene eonaably.
Evidence i this elegant

la
b

temr @ror. Claace Price-
Cash or Credit.......----.
Here's a good TapestrY
cue. tuften and fringed.frned.

Bale Price-Cash or Credit.

Fancy Matting, 6c. yard.
Heavy China Matting, 1Zrc. yard.
Extra quality Japanese Matting, dce. yard.
Fine Damask Matting, 22%c. yard.
(All Carpets and Mattings laid free.)

There is nothing handler and more serviceable
in a room than a Costumer. Here's a solid oak
one, very highly finished, and
one that you'd ordinarily psy
80e, for. Our Clearance lae o
Price-Cash or Credit............

7TR~f ST0:
ELECTRIC LINES IN MARSEILLES.

Concessions Which Revert to the City
in 1950.

Robert P. Skinner, United States consul
at Marseilles, France; writes to the State
Departmerst regarding gieotric taotion in
Marseilles:
"Several inquiries have recently been sent

to the consulate at Merseilles concerning
passenger transit, concessions, rates of fare
and possibitoves open to investors. In re-
ply to these, and for the benefit of the
public, it may be said that shortly before
the writer took charge of this post a con-
vention was concluded between the oity
and the Oompagse Generale Francaise de
Tramways of Paris, whereby the latter se-
cured a concession for the principal streets
of the mirnicipality. The concessionnaires
are now revolubionizing the traction system
of tihe city, and in the course of the yearelectric motors will be in operation on everyinportant thoroughfare.
"U nt.l the present time Marseilles has

had an inalequate service of horse cars and
omnibuses. Under the nw order of thingsmany of the omnibus lines will continue,
for a time at least, bu$hw horse cars will
be retired. The oonces on will expire on
December 31, 1950, ad, -is requ,tred by
French practice, it has been ratified by
both the city and the state. The system
of traction is known hre as the "Dickinson
overhead trolley. The company is obliged
to replace in perfect larder, and to pave
when necessary, the einfa t of the streets
isturbed between tc'. including the

space between doub4e and an adu-
tional strip thirty-ive,oeat tern (fourteen
inches) wide along each oartside rail.
"At the present time, thi fares on var-

ious lines are regulatedbby lstance. In the
heart of the city, the r4 are is ten cen-
times (two centa), anu for longer rides as
much as forty centimg. When the electric
lines are installed, the.rni orm fare of ten
centimes only will be ohargled. To the city
the company will p- an annual fee of
100,000 francs (Sl9,:s , fops the use of the
streets, arid -when thd ki'0 receipts for a.
year aggregate 7,0 Mas-f+anear, -a supple-
mentary fee will be paid as follows: For
the eighth million, 40,400-francs (37,7"; for
the ninth million, 50,00 frgncs (39,610); for
the tenth million, 60,000 francs ($11,, @0,) and
for every million over ten, 60,(001 ?rcs.
"Electric trains will not be coslboed of

more than four cars. The length of the
train must not be over 36 meters (118 feet),
and the speed must not exceed twenty
kilometers (12.42 miles) per hour.
"Upon the expiration of the concession,

the state will become the owner of the
tracks and appurtenances, and all other
property of the concessionnaries located on
the public domain; and during the last five
years of the concession, should It appear
that the operating company fails to main-
tain the property in good condition, the
state reserves the right to seize all the
company's revenues for the purpose of
keeping up the same. The state will have
the right to take all rolling stock, tools
and similar movable property at a valua-
tion fixed by experts, bat will be under no
obligation to buy more than suits its pur-pcses or wishes. Upon 'the termination of
the concession, should the state deem it
useless to continue the operation of certain
lines, the concessionnaires will be required
to remove their tracks and restore the
streets to their original condition.
"The state reserves the right to purchaseIts concession at any time. The price, in

such event, will be fixed by the net annual
revenue of the seven preceding years, in-
cluding the fees paid to the -city. Vromthe total thus obtained will be deducted the
net revenue of -the t~ro least profitable
years, and the average of the five remain-
ing years will stand as the amount of an
annuity, to be paid to thie concessionnairesduring each unexpired year of the revoked
concession."

BIDS FOR STREET LIGHTING.

Proposal. Opened Today at the Dis-
trict Buildias,

The following bids have been received by
the District CommissIoners for lighting the
District with gas and electricity during the
coming fiscal year:-
Washington Gas Light Company, for

4,000 gas lamps east of Rock creek, 820 per
lamp per annum, and -the Same price for
the 106 lamps In Eckington and West Eck-
\ngton. --
Georgetown Gas LIgjt Company, for 400

gas lamps west of-Rock creek, $20 per an-
rium.
United States Electric Lighting Company$91.25 per annum for each; silc light in the

territory now lighted by the company, $20for each Incandescent lamp and 819.50 for
each additional incandescent lamp.The figures of the Potomac Electric Power
Company were the sadie~as those of the
United States Company.

A Brewing Goujr' Bondu.
In response to s'ammons, attorneys for

the Baltimore Trust and Guarantee Con-

pany and the Cosue's Brewing Com-
pany appeared this in Alexandria

before Special Master 9,8 Powell, who

was appointed by the eastern VIrginia cir-

cuit court in the eQuity 1it..- between the

above -named compatam .lirich the fIrst
nanmed is complainant to ascertain and re-

port on the number o 6biids Issued under

the mortgage reterr&othe bill of corm-
plaint; also to estim 'aeible com-

pensation for the Gevssof the comn-

plainant In the caue.R i~~investigation

will be conrtinued tomorrow.

Anglo-.German Treaty . Referred.
BERLIN, June 19.-~ ,ihatag today

the Anglo-Germanr~1-ya referred to a
commnittee of twenty-on entea

Btopelo Club Eleets Meer.
The annual 1neeting of the stockholders

of the Pare Micycle Club of the District of

Columbia was held in Alexandria this af-

ternoon. Reporta of the omelaisj show the
elub to be. in a succesul conblition, with
favorable outdook on account of geiieral in-

terest in bieycle racingn-Tbae Iallowing di-

rectors were elected:

John D. Lasley,- Udwt-.Clarkh, W. Jose,H. Neumneyer. , ya.R.49jege The fol-

e,eoetryarktres=rr,===W
Fire In Allen's whlsl grocery at

S4mased steebk to the.- extent of
$10, -Anaa ine led. with $powder,

whieb the SrtAaen w~~ieto a place

of safely, dipedes, -eee tmn i-

elnding the ohene .d in..~I tws-

GOSSIP FROMGOTHAM
Chairman Maset Diuoaaees Besults of

Oommittee's Ineltigation.

UITED EFFORT TO DOl TilUm!

Municipal Legislation Asked in the
Servant Question.

INTERNATIONAL ATHLETICS

Speciel Correspondesee of The Eveniag Star
NXW YORK. June 18, 1999.

The democrats are making considerable
comment about the adjourament of the
Mazet committee until August 1. It has even
been suggested that the committee would
not meet again. Chairman Maset, in view
of these comments- and suggestions, was
asked what he thought the committee had
accomplished, why the committee had
taken such a long adjournment and what
more the committee hoped to do?
Chairman Mazet said the reason for the

long adjournment was that the members
of the committee, who were serving without
pay, had personal business to attend to
and likewise vacation plans to carry out.
"We did not stop for lack of material,"

he said, "but as a matter of convenience.
We have demonstrated that under the
Tammany administration In this city pub-lic affairs are taking a downward trend. I
do not say this as a republican, but as a
citizen of New York, for as such I recog-
nize the 'fact that greater questions than
those which are involved in political par-
tisanship have now to be settled. We have
demonstrated that something is radically
wrong in the building department and in
the department of taxes and assessments,
and we have shown, I think, that matters
are not going as they should in other de-
partments. Of course we have only started
on our work, and the fact that we have
been able to draw public attention to it
and create discussion is to my mind In it-
self justification for the existence of the
committee. We will convene again on Au-
gust 1 and push along the same line. Of
course our fight has been against Tam-
many. We think we have shown that Tam-
many domination does not mean democratic
domination, for we have the upmost re-
spect for democrats. We hope to make it
evident that the best democrats of New
York are not in Tammany Hall. They say
this is a partisan investigation. Yes, it is,
as all investigations are partisan, but the
Mazet committee will sit as long as its
powers continue, for the sole purpose of
bringing to light those defects in the sys-tem of government in New York city which
can be remedied by legislation."

To Unite Against Tamamay.
According to ex-Congressman Lemuel E.

Quigg, chairman of the New York county
republican committee, plans are being made
to unite all the anti-Tammany forces this
fall. It is said that an earnest effort is to
be made to elect local officials who believe
that public office is a trust to be admin-
istered for public good, and not a favor
accepted for the joint benefit of a non-
resident boss and the recipient. Mr. Quigg
states that while no formal conferences
have yet been held with the Citizens' Union
people, informal talks give the utmost en-
couragement for ultimate success. In in-
dicating the method to be pursued to
achieve the desired result, he advises the
nomination of men for members of assem-
bly, for aldermen and for county officers
alone who are acceptable to the independ-
ents. He deprecates any parceling out of
offices among the various bodies which are
to unite to obtain clean government as re-
volting and unsatisfactory to all. He took
pains to say that he did not mean that only
.republicans should be nominated to office.
His idea is that the representatives of de-
cent sentiment in the republican party and
outside of it ought to consult as to the
best means of promoting the common weal
and electing officers who have a higher in-
terest to serve than that of any boss.

The Servant Question.
The servant question has become so ob-

noxious in this city that a petition has been
presented to the board of aldermen asking
the municipality to start an investigation.
The petition starts off:
"We respectfully request that the munici-

pal assembly cause an investigation into
existing conditions, with a view of bet-
tering the general surroundings of hired
help, of creating between mistress and
servant a more thorough appreciation of
the necessity and advantage of mutual in-
terest and of protecting each against un-
fairness and injustice practiced by one
against the other. We submit: That laws
should be formulated which will provide
a system-such as is in vogue in Europe in
many places-by which each applicant for
a servant's position can and must present
credentials as to character, etc., duly and
officially certified to. That will protect the
honest and faithful, and minimize the num-
ber of dishonest and faithless. That will
afford to all domestics every right in equity
and law that the mistress enjoys, yet will
not give the former more consideration and
.privilege than is accorded to the latter.
That the entire subject of mistress and
servant be looked Into from an Impartial
standpoint, in order that both may have
the benefits and advantages which modifi-
cations of existing law will afford, based
upon testimony of the experience In each
and both sides of this much-mooted public
question."-
The petition also sets forth the particular

objects for whIch the corporation was
formed, namely: "To procure proper and
suitable positions or employment for serv-
ants who are members, according to theirs
ability, etc. *To provide suitable and prop-
er servants to employers who are mem-
bers; to advance the friendly intercourse
between employer and employe; to operate
and maintain a school wherein cooking and
kitchen work are taught." The board of
aldermen adopted a resolution Instructing
the law committee to consider the matter.

Anent Intereellegiate Athletie.
Whatever the result of the coming Inter-

national athletic games between Yale and
Harvard and Oxford and Cambridge, to be
decided at the Queen's - Club, London, on
July 22, may be, the affair will at least
have a tendency to promote even a more'
friendly feeling than at: present exists be-
tween this quartet of leading universities.
Regarding the flnal outcome of the games,
it certainly appears as though the foreign-
ers are having decidedly the best end of the

argument. The fact that a half-mile runi

has been substituted for putting the shot

is an Important point in favor of the for-
eigners. Their middle-distance runners
are considered a shade faster than either

Yale's or Harvard's best men, while had
the weight event been included the Ameri-
cans would have had a certainty of win-
ning there at least. But setting aside the
relative ability of the factions, there is
another element which is sure to seriously1

militate against the untimate success of the
athletes from Cambridge and New Haven.1
It will be remembered that the men on this
side are to sail in the early part of July, and,
after arriving in Great Britain will have
hut two weeks to train and condition
themselves. This short period is almost
certain to impair the visItors somewhat.

By July 22 the climate will be affectingc
them a trifle, and under the circumstances
It will Indeed be remarkable if they do
themselves justice.

By Monday moat of the Harvard and

Yale athlete. who have been selected to i

make the trip will be found at the training- I
table, They were set back conalderably in I
their training last week, due to the oppres-
sive heat. Harvard and Yale intend send-
Ing the beat two men in each event, re-
gardless of college. .This- arrangementI

however, will result -in. a pretty even di-
vision numerically, although the crimson I
may have a few more. In the ashen there
will be an equal division between Blount I
and Qulian, and In the hurdles eeg
Fox and lFincke. Narvard is to have boik
men in the hIgh jump with Ricte sad Rofth,
while in the brooad jtmpit looks as though
Yale would aggizi be shut-out by an
Morse. In the hammer also and
Cleric appear to overtop Yale's best pr
formers. In the quarter the New Haven

ollege will probaebly have Boarma and

Fisher', .but in -the, ai ther 10. Untes and

probably Adsma blle the crimesn selee. I
lion. In the long-dl-t--ae events ale will I
be well rersue~ but even soe pseb.-

aorerasa,estrmahe the journey, and 'these are lhlt

PARTING OF 'THE WAYSI
I

aSi-gh ThKmahig at
We a Bigh &hooL

A Large Atteadauee of Parents and
Friends et the Htedeates.

Pleasing Pregram.

The annual dais day exerdses of the
Westert Th School wee held this fore-
noon, snking the practiacl clsing of the
edbool for the yeast The exeridses were
hd An the aiseabtly room on the frst floor,
and in honor of the oneoan the stags was
pretty demceated seth flowers and potted
peta. A large nanber of the frienes and
parents of the pupls aUmndes. The pro-
gaau opened at 10 o'clock, end continued
for neaity two hours, and at 'the end of
that period the guests p-ssed through the
rooms, tnspemting the building and viewing
te blue prints of the gitos of the gym-
nashm 1aos, which were tacked on the
wall along the ora'ldor.
The program In the assembly hal openedwith the rendition of "The Arrow and the

Song," by Sawyer, and "The Psey," an
octet. he singers cumaisted of Misses Rit-
tenotuse class of '99; Cobaugh, dlss of
'99; We , '01; Holtzsiw, '02; McKee, '99;Hoffman, '99; Henick, '98, end Olokey, '02.
The class history was read by Miss Fen-

ton, '99. It was a complete resume of the
happenings in the class since '99, the com-
mencement of the term of the present grad-
ustelag class. A solo, "Ava Maria," MM-
Lard, was rendered by Miss Hennick, '98.

The Prophecy.
The class prophecy was composed and

read by Miss Baker, '99, and was a pleasing
production. She pictured each one of the
fcrty-two members of the class, not neglect-
ing a single student, as they may be twenty
years hence. The ludicrous side was pre-
sented, and the prophecy was a clever -pro-duction. During the course of the readingthe author presented an apprcpriate gift to
each member of the class.
The second part of the program openedwith Mendelssohn's "The Maid of Ganges"and Schubert's "Hedge Roses," rendered

as a duet by Misses*Welch and Holtzclaw.
The class poem was read by Mr. Hilton,'99.

Valedictory Address.
A solo by Ardite, readered by Miss Co-

baugh, '99, was followed by the valedictory,
which was delivered by Miss Isabel Curri-
den, '99, who said:
"Today we, the class of '99. assemble for

the last time as a class. This cannot helpbut be a saddening reflection to all of us,
for it means the severing of ties that have
become very dear and binding. Our thoughts
go back to the day we first entered theHigh School, the 'old Western,' it wasthen What children we were four years
ago, and how important we felt that first
day of High School life, when we entered
the big study hall at the Curtis! And howsoon our pride had its fall when the upper
classes caught sight of us and commenced
to applaud! Shall we ever forget the shud-
der of horror we felt when Miss Wescottannounced fro'n the platform tiat 'thefirst-year classes will have an algebra testtoday?' How long ago that seems now to
us who are about to separate foreve:!Through these four long, eventful years wehave come, and now we have completed the
course and must take our leave.
"And to you, our faculty, we turn first in

bidding farewell. Would that we couldutter all our appreciation of your kind
care, of your help and of the time you have
bestowed ypon us. Doubtless we have often
been 'a thorn in the flesn' and perhaps youhave all echoed that little verse Miss Wes-cott has read occasionally in the morning,
'Deliver me from the naughty children;'but I am sure the regret at parting ismutual and that 'with all our fat'its' youlove us still.
"To our principal, who has been the in-spiration of all that is good and noble, andwho always held before us high ideals,which we shall cherish throughout our en-

tire life, and to each one of you who have
done so much for us, we say farewell!

Words of Advice.
To you, freshmen, sophomores and jun-iors, who will succeed us and. pursue the

course we have finished, we would saya few words of advice now in parting. We
have endeavored to keep before you the
example of what a class should be in a
school spirit, enthusiasm and loyalty. We
have kept the dear old Western's name well
to the front in the field of athletics, of
drama and of learning (let us hope). Fromour number Company H had this

thefinest set of officers in the regiment, and
to them is due in great measure the splen-
didly drilled company of which we were so
proud. From our number also has comethe editor who has made our school paper
better than it ever was before. All these
interests which we have cherished so long,
and which we must now relinquish, turn

over to you, in the earnest hope that youwill carry them on with true Western
spirit, amaze the faculty with your studi-
ousness, and do even more than we have
done in athletics; that you will win the
drill next year we shall earnestly hope.
Rest assured that, although we may not be
with you in person, we will always take
the deepest interest in your efforts, for to
us the Western's always right; but, right
or wrong, the Western.
So, fellow classmates, have I, as your

valedictorian, said farewell In your be-
half to the faculty and to those who will
fll our places. Honored by the task you
have thus imposed upon me I would, for
mnyself, express the gratitude in my heart

for all your kindnesses in the years we have
been together. We have been associated
in work and pleasure through four happy
rears, and their end finds us a band of
true and tried friends as well as school-nates. May these friendships grow strong-
xr instead of weaker through the coming
rears, cheering and always inspiring us to
aur best; and as Tiny Tim would say:1
"May God bless us, every one.'

Primeipal's Address.
At the close of the first part of the pro-

gram Miss Westcott, the principal of the1
school, was called upon for an address. She
responded, congratulating the members of
he class of '99 and wishing for them all
t bright and happy future. She thanked the
!rienda of the school for their attendanceI
mn the occasion. The program closed with

;he rendition of the class song, compday Mr. Hilton, which wan arranged to the
tir of "Don Jose."
The oiliers of the class of '99 are: Mr.
lolyom, president: Miss Curriden, first vice

'resident; Mr. Kleinschmidt, second vice
resident; Miss King, secretary; Mr. Hirst,

:reasurer; The class representatives are
W~iss Baker and Miss Fenton.

OFFER TO PURCHASE.

'repositn fer Control ot Great Fail. I
lee Ceanpany.

Stockholders of the Great Falls Ice Corn-
any today received a letter, signed by one
f the stockholders of the company, stating
hat the American Ice Company, which -Is I
~nown in this city as the Knickerbocker
ce Company, had made an offer,.±o pur- thess a control or all of the stock of the e

ompsay at Si175 per arae. The letter

cipts out the probability in the near future

if an ice war, now that the ice boness.. of

he city is practically controlled by these a

wo concerns, and, It Is added, In that

vent the stock of the oempany will not he

worth as much as it is at present, In eon- e

lusion, the writer of the letter states that L
e intends to accept this offer and advises 5ther stockholders to do the same. He re-
uests these who decide to asspt to sendaheir namses to tie sesetary of the comn-

any. It is stated~ thet this aetles ant
e considered eesa, as the directors of c
be company- have DOy asthorised It,

It is further said dais is the highest prite ti'et offered, as the previous offer freem the 11

ame parties of snoe per share was enty fhe a

mointrol of the csek. 1

Aspeed see Uestsli. ese
-Spit ina'aUtettwas Amattte today by

QMe Pery & Us.against NMa
,

0.I e
sera, to have the dsoant~ restueensa a

notr & Co. 'th geeilug is the -
fcrtala - -~ie pi prtan i'

a Wese Si the i~amm 'WgaWssan a nn a

ON AGRICULTURE
Testimony Before the Industriul 0Om-

mision Today.
rORsT THAT IA! EVn IRn
National Bank Law and Nigh

Railroad Rate the Cause

DECLINE IN COTTON

The industrial commimion began today
the examination of agricultural witnesses
from the southern states, the farst witness
being Mr. James Barrett of Augusta, Ga..
general vice president of the State Agri-
cultural Society.
The commission at the close of the testi-

mony to be taken during the coming week
will discontinue its investigations in the
city and the subcommissions, with the ex-
ception of that on transportation, will pur-
sue independent investigations. These sub-
commissions are on agriculture, on manu-
facturing and on mining, and their mem-
bers will travel in such parts of the coun-
try as they desire in order to get informa-
tion they wish.
Senator Tillman. who was invited to tes-

tify before the commission tomorrow, has
written that he cannot be present then.
and be has been asked to name some other
day on which he can appear.
Worse Than They Have Ever Beea.
Mr. Barrett, the witness today, testified

especially concerning the conditions in
Georgia. He said that agricultural condi-
tions in the south are now worse than they
have ever been.
There is a natural increase of agricultural
laborers in the south. but there is no immi-
gration there. Immigration is prevented by
the low rate of wages paid. Negro labor
isvery generally confined to the farm, and
in the south there is a disposition to ex-:lude negroes from the machanical pursuits.
These laborers, hired by the month, are
paid $11 a month and is house and "keep."
When cotton picking time comes he is paid
frcm thirty to forty cents a hundred for
cotton picked, and the negro will pick from1M) to 125 pounds a day. Labor at VA a

rr.onth will allow the raising of cotton atfour cents a pound, which is now the prickinthe market, but labor at 86 a month will
not permit the industry except at a loss.
The country stores charge the credit cus-
temers a profit of 30 or 10t) per cent on
what they sell, credit usually being for not
more than four months. The poor cotton
raiser has to pay 8 per cent on money he
borrows, and promises to send his ten bales
of cotton to the lender to be sold and to
pay a commission of $1.50. If he is pre-ventad from raising ten bales he has to
pay the commission anyway.

National Bank Law the Cause.
The great trouble in the south, he said.
was from the fact that the national benk
act prevented those banks lending money
on real estate security. This "outlawing
ofthe land as a security" he believed to
bethe reason why money cannot be got-
ten cheaply in the south.
"The national bank law," he said,. 'has
lone more to injure the agriculturists in
the south than any legislation enacted by
the government."
Nine-tenths of the cotton crop Is mort-
gaged before it is picked, and that fact
makes it necessary to sell the cotton when
picked and that depresses its price.
The cotton mills of Georgia are being op-
*rated almost exclusively by southern peo-
-le. The operatives are native whites, and
even the superintendenta, who went south
when the mills were established, are being
splaced by southerners.
The witness said railroad rates are high
,nGeorgia.

Polities in P=ble Sehbets.
His own town of Augusta. Ga., was rated
bythe last census as the most illiterate city
ofthe country. The tro.*le witp the pub-
ic schools was that there was too muih
politics in them. The same M1tles are

given to both white and colored children
for education. Agriculture conditions in
leorgia woarld be improved if the national
yank law woukl allow real estate security
'orloans by such banks and also through
:he government ownership of railroads.
The witness had diversified his crop. For-
nerly he raised 200 bales of cotton, now he
-alses but ten or twelve bales, the balance
)fthe land he cultivates being in truck
tardening, but he had made no money by

t. At one time all about his section of the
,tate watermelons were raised. Now, prac-
.ically, no watermelons are planted, for the
-eason that high railroad rates prevented
:hem from getting the crop to the northern
narkets.

High Rates of Iaterest.
They had but two banks in his county,
Lnd they charge ten per cent for a loan of
bree months. That amounted to forty per
,ent, and before they had two banks they
aid abort fifty per cent per annum.

PROPOSED CURRENCY LEGISLATiON.

senate Committee to Line With Can-
cam Committee Views.

Informadion bias reached the Tresury De-
sertmenit from 'the Senate committee which
now considering the sbject of cumpecy
egislation. The republicans of the Senate
ammnettee take about the mamne view as

he republicans of dhe House committee,
which met att Adtantic City in Aprti, end
here uti1 be attde dmifty, at is endd, in
A'ttn together upon a imowgram tor. our-
ency begisladton. This is gratifying to
tome of the tresury oiis, who have
ong been tooking flor some remedial legis-
ation.
The conclusion rssdhed by the Sete
monmittee ds tat whatever legisladion 1s
sutertakesi anould aim at taigout of
he banst of the eecr'etary of 'tesm
d any future tine the power t leap the
ountry to a lilves' basim. i i W~l beome-
lonpildied by die1 tagsathon 4Mu
e msrt' of money 1n wtitch govensent
blaionss are due, me tbat it will ot be
ttto the Secruery of the Treasury to de-
lidewhich enne1 asal be the andmed of
itiate redemaptioam. '16 will Strmly as-
ablidi the gold minisasi.
he second object aimed! at wtR be tihe gs:-
an~kn of ethe nadional batMag law. s fe-
md to bank nte circuiation.
Theme ondsusions are essnamlle the me
those reached by time House on..mittee,
loewnW reunains to be done but the per-
acting of detafls.
Iepuhucan leaders remogoime ltat ooadi-
ons ar pecutiarly favorable for the pee-
age of much le6isladen at the oana es-
ho of Congress. In the Sannee, whoe
naaial-nnt srs usually have a hard
oail to travel, the republican aatty is
prepim~ihgy iawre tihat the perty
anpass anything t agrees ape. In the
loe, aethough tMae vepgbln mejastty is
ight, a enesure whhnc hiem tie par'ty
aclinw -m be psatmed ts a prnmp vote.
isfr'equmar pointed eat thal if these o-
1n10a. wmn eered It misit he d cmentSgt through even me det a measuie
Sut efcrm as sant proe.

UUSAThD CVtftMG
.passatseae see Divesne USed - -

Prosesntus far divorce were today in-
ituted by Sarah fbhlbeth age~haant
adams 0. flnUah. Atammss Welt and-.mh~ repstem nek the -'tesr The
eple were amidte Ostebar UT. UMB The
1le==t*a- is amde that the .s-e--east a
eengatty ot -M auto og maamame
'uty and, labman temeamt '

Igfo elite W te~Uma
erannt ase Clemt Sgel.r'
is es=abel to Je the qwlear-
ineem a a
Dsertlssea.the partet We~ ts at-

ehain eim.


